
World Hockey Academy. 

 The World Hockey Academy presents yet another world first for Dubai 

Sports City, with the establishment of a long-term partnership with the Fed-

eration of International Hockey, the world's governing body for the sport. 

The academy will be the first FIH academy of its kind in the world and will 

be based at the field hockey stadium at Dubai Sports City. The World Hock-

ey Academy will provide hockey coaching from grassroots to the highest 

professional level from accredited hockey coaches.   

Cairns Hockey, whilst not being able to compete with the sheer $$$$$$$$$ 
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be one where the athlete can come and  be educated through all facets of 

our sport and sports administration, management and support. 
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The 5000 seat field hockey sta-

dium, built to the guidelines of 

the International Hockey Feder-

ation (FIH), is a world-class out-

door venue and will provide an 

excellent setting for both inter-

national and local competition 

in addition to being the location 

of the FIH World Hockey Acade-

my. The venue features two 

state of the art water-based 

artificial surfaces, with superb 

facilities for players, officials 

and media  
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Vision 5000 Update 

The Cost of Hockey  

The previous Boards of Management com-

menced a process that placed a high degree 

of recognition on the cost of playing the 

this sport and rated this as being among 

one of the major contributors to inhibiting 

growth.  The current Board is continuing to 

work hard on ensuring that Cairns Hockey 

player numbers will continue to grow 

whilst containing growth in fees and cost of 

services.  One such measure this Board, in 

partnership with Bendigo Bank, has intro-

duced is one that enables a player to reduce 

their fees whilst at the same time assisting 

the Association to contain the fees through 

indirect financial contributions.  The Board 

is exploring other avenues that will assist 

with player retention and game develop-

ment.  Once these have been fully devel-

oped, all members will be advised. 

 After the decision of the Board of two years 

ago to move ahead with the Vision 5000 

Project (a great step forward for hockey in 

this region) the current Board recognised 

there would need to be a change in our 

competition structure due to the existence 

of a second turf and has put in place a 

Steering Committee to undertake the devel-

opment of the 2011 (and beyond) competi-

tion structure.  This Committee will be 

actively seeking input from all Cairns Hock-

ey members over the next few months so if 

you feel you have something to contribute 
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tions to the CHA mail box and we will en-

sure that the Committee gets them. 

Finally, congratulations to all the athletes 

who have thus far this year represented 

their city with distinction.  Further congrat-

ulations are also in order to those athletes 

who have been selected to represent this 

great state at a higher level. 

Well done to all. 

The Office 

GONE! 

Moving Ahead 

The drawing shown above is the pre-tender final design for Stage One of the 

Vision 5000 project.  This part of the project has been designed with the fu-

ture in mind and no part of this structure will need to be changed in any way 

as we move ahead with further stages.  This structure has seating for 300, 2 

change-rooms, Tech Officials area, game day administration office, a medi-

cal room, an umpires room and in keeping with the outlook for the future 

when this facility will be contained within a much larger construction all 

rooms will be air-conditioned. 

We anticipate turning a sod sometime in early July and the elements permit-

ting will be completed by December 2010. 

One negative issue has occurred in  that we were unable to convince our  

current local Federal member to lend his support to this project and without 

that support have not been able to secure any Federal Government funding 

from the Jobs Fund Program.  This has meant that we have had to reduce the 

scale of the building in Stage One to that which is shown above.  With the 

forthcoming Federal Election we will be actively canvassing  all sides of the 

political spectrum for support of this project. 
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I Know I can fix this, it really 
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/ƘǊƛǎ άbƛǇǇȅέ .Ŝƴƴ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀ 

changed man after some interest-

ing sessions with the teams latest 

support staff addition, Mary-Ellen 
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Premier League Men Give it 

a Red Hot Go! 

The Cairns Premier League Men 

gave the title a red hot shot but fell 

just short due to an injury toll that 

proved just to big a hurdle to over-

come.  The State selectors obvious-

ly thought the Cairns men had 

done a great job with many achiev-

ing selection in the various State 

teams.  Well done to all! 


